
Argument Reconstruction Assignment #3 
PHIL 140, Fall 2020 

 
Due: on Blackboard before your discussion section Oct. 12 – 16 

You must also bring a copy to discussion section. 
 

Grading: ARAs are graded according to the ARA rubric posted on the course website. 
 
Prompt: In “Culture, Responsibility, and Affected Ignorance,” Michele Moody-Adams 
presents (but does not endorse) an argument to the effect that “it is ‘only fair’ to judge 
people by ‘the standards of their own day’.”  
 
Find the argument for this claim in the paragraph attached below.  Reconstruct that 
argument and present it in numbered premise-conclusion form. Your reconstruction 
should provide a plausible interpretation of the argument. Each of its steps should be a 
clear, straightforward claim. The reconstructed argument also should be valid—i.e., such 
that the conclusion cannot be false if the premises are true. 
 
Note that the argument is in the passage, but only part of the passage!  The beginning 
parts of the paragraph are not parts of the argument.  Here’s the passage:      

  

 


